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PREFACE 


Sixty  years  have  aow  elapsed  sinew 
the  uprising  ot'  1837-38.  The  iuiprwsioii 
now  genei-ally  px'evails  that  American  pub- 
lie  opinion  was  very  sympathetic  to  the 
rebels,  and  thait  the  leaders  of  the  revolt 
could  have  hoped  for  sup^jort  against; 
England  from  the  Unite!  State's  govern 
ment  liad  they  been  heiter  organized. 
The  perusal  of  the  following  pages  will 
show  that  the  impression  is  wrong,  in 
1837  as  in  more  recent  times  there  was 
in  the  United  States  a  certain  class  of 
jingoes  who  loudly  p.\X'liiMied  their 
desire  to  tielp  (he  oj.pressed,  but  the  ma.ss 


of  tih«  people  a«  w^'il  ni  tbe  «u- 
tkoiritdai  were  ftver**  xo  \novQkins  a 
«erioi»  conflicirt  ynth  a  pow<'r£ul  na- 
tion. Tlie  United  St*t^  Covcminent; 
raigkt  ^hkf  coude«e«nded  to  acceipt  Oam- 
nda,  if  .tii*  patrioU  h&d  delivered  it  0T«r 
to  them,  bufe  lAiey  were  not  Trillint  to 
figQit  for  it.  Etce  the  buTjaing  of  t6» 
"Oaroline"  on  Amencas  territory  did  not 
proroke  any  Tenement  pri>f':tt  from  Ilia 
rulers  of  tlhe  Republic.  The  leason  appeiara 
clear  that  OanaidJans  inu«t  r«ly  upon  t-bem- 
•elv-ea  alone  ito  fi^^it  tih«dr  battle*,  whioll 
thtj  have  a^oTrn  (tlhena«elTea  quite  capable 
of  doing.  Hoirerer,  th*  followiixg  doou- 
m*nt«,  selected  iritih  ab«oi.\Ue  impartiality, 
«peak  for  themmlrea. 
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Address    of    the   Sons   of 

Liberty  of  flontreal, 

November,  1837. 

To  the  Younc  Men  of  Nortih  America: 

Brotlhera — ^Wliesn  urgent  circumsfcaneea  to 
tihe  affairs  of  a  co-untiy  make  it  npcessary 
for  them  to  form  themselves  into  partiea 
or  xfssociation,  a  proper  respecrt;  for  th« 
opinions  of  society  demands  from  them 
An  explicit  declaration  of  the  causet;  ■whiob 
have  induced  them  to  combine,  and  of  th« 
principles  -which  they  intend  to  advanoe, 
by  the  power  of  tlieir  organization. 

We  consider  that,  next  to  the  privile^* 
of  acting  for  himself,  man  possesses,  from 
th«  very  foundation  of  society,  that  ot 
uniting  his  energies  with  those  of  his  fel- 
lo-wf-eitizens  for  all  purposes  of  mutual 
interference  or  defence;  and  that,  there- 
fore, th»  right  of  niwopiatioQ  is  aa  »aorea 
and  inalienable  as  the  right  of  pereonal 
liberty.     We   liold    that   Goveraments   ar* 


s 


iusbituted  for  tlie  benefit,  ajid  c-iin  only 
exist  justly  by  the  ronseut  of  the  govern- 
ed, and  whatever  may  be  the  artificial 
ohaiiges  in  humau  affairs,  tliat  a  govern- 
meu't  of  choice  is  au  inhere  at  nght  of  the 
people.  It  cannot  be  alienated,  and  con- 
sequeiiXly  can  always  be  asserted  and  ex- 
ercised. Our  Goveinnient  being  institut- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  a  whole  people  and 
not  for  the  honor  or  pi'ofit  of  any  nidii- 
Nridual,  al'l  pretences  of  T>iviue  or  abso- 
lute auihority  claimed  by  or  for  any  laniily 
are  rejected. 

I,  Signed.) 

Audre  Ouiniet,   President. 

J.  S.  Beaudry. 

•T.  Mai'tel,  Vice-President. 

J.  U.  Beaudrion,  Treasurer. 

G.  H.   C.   Therien,   Recording  Sec'y, 

C.    Bouoheivillc,    Cono(*ponding   ISee'y. 

Francis    Tavernier. 

Amable  Simard, 

And    thirty-five     other    menil)ei:s. 
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^[essis.  Oiiimet,  Boucherville,  Taver- 
nier  and  Simard  were  arrested  for  hav- 
ing signed  this  address,  the  pu1)lication  ot 
which  starttid  a  serious  disculS^sion  in  th« 
American  press. 

The  tollowing  are    typiMl    extracts  : — 

{)'"ruiu     the     Buffalo   Jounval,     Novemiber 
19,    18370 

Indeed,  we  kno^\-  not  ln>w  it  couild  be 
obberwisf,  than  that  the  friends  of 
rational  free<loni  in  the  Unitt'd  States, 
without  bearing  liere  tlie  aippellation  ot 
Whig  or  Toiy  c-oukl  feel  otherwise!  tlbajn 
deeply  iiiierested  in  the  success  of  ,i  parly 
in  Canada,  cou.teuding  upon  like  principles. 
A^.  yet,  no  one  in  tlie  Umted  States  has 
eonsideired  the  movcm'Tit  in  Canada  as 
calling  for  more  tham  an  expre.ssion  of  good 
Avill  OiU  the  part  of  the  i)resis  or  the  peo- 
ple. Tbe  indications,  now  ai'c,  bowever. 
e.-peeially  in  Uhe  lower  i'TOvince— that  the 
luatters  are  about  coming  to  a  crisis — that 
the  Government,  in  the;  spirit  of  depotism 
is  about  attempting  to  still  the  vodee  of 
just  complaint  and  remonstrance  by  the 
strong  hand,  as  ii  was  once  attempted  in 
these  colonies  oif  Creat  Britain.  Let 
but  the  agents  of  the  transsaftknitic  power 
proceed  to  the  extremities  which  they 
threaten,  by  these  arrests  for  high  trea- 
son, and  the  opponents  cvf  governmental  op- 
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pression  in  the  Canadas  will  soon  leam  the 
light  in  Avhicfh  tlieir  brethem  la  tihe  nor- 
ihem  section  of  tibia  union  regard  them. 
Although,  tliey  may  have  been  «ilent  ob- 
servers of  t'heir  efforts  to  keep  alive  the 
fires  of  libei-ty  upon  her  altars  in  tlhe 
Canadas,  they  ihave  not  been  unthinking 
or  unfeeling  one*. 


(From  fhe  New  York  Express,  N^ovember 
15,    1837.) 

"We  intreat  the  Whig  press  of  t1ii» 
counitrj'-  to  look  intelligently  at  the  great 
events  now  going  on  in  Canada.  in 
fchi«  country  we  liave  justly  Jiad  great 
fears  of  revolutianimig  agjrairiani  move- 
Uiients,  and  on  tihis  account  majiy  of  our 
presses  ]iave  discouraged  all  the  struggle? 
for  liberty  in  Canada.  Beware  of  extreme*. 
The  Wlxigs,  the  world  over,  h.ave  two 
eciemiea  to  contend  with,  one  Toryism 
and  the  other  agrarianiam.  Jn  the  Unit- 
ed States  the  two  extreme*  coalesced  for 
the  pui-pose  of  routing  the  great  Mid- 
dling interest,  which,  is  Whig.  Tory  Exe- 
cutive foam  combines  in  this  country  with 
Llie  Fanny  Wrights,  the  Loco-Foci«  anid 
tihe  Skin  Bangs  in  order  to  break 
down    the    Whig    party,   and    AVhig   prin- 
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«iple«.  This  Toryigm  in  Oanad*,  it  now 
peipeti'dtiug,  witli  tlie  BitW^Ii  army  t9 
back  it,  great  oppression  upooi  the  Caaa- 
■dian  people.  It  keeps  away  from  them 
the  ri^it  of  all  freemen  to  a  proper  repre- 
sentation. It  puts  doANTi  all  populaiT  moTC- 
ireaits.  The  bayonet  is  the  aiMwer  t* 
an  argument.  It  is  Terj'  true  that  the 
Whig*  of  Canada,  desi>eraiely  driven,  may 
nc^w  and  then  rueb  to  extremes.  It  ia 
always  the  case  in  all  popular  outbreakinc* 
But  these  ^\%igs  ai-e  rig'ht  in  tkeir  prin- 
eiple^.  They  are  simply  eantendinif  for 
■R-ihat  tlve  Whigs  of  the  Kew>lution  (?o«- 
tended  for  in  '76.  It  our  foi"efatheni 
were  right,  these  Canadian  \^Tidg6  are 
rig^t.  Our  Ameiean  editors  must  not 
take  as  all  law  and  gospel,  tlie  state- 
ments of  the  English  papers  in  Canada. 
The  Frencih  newspapera  have  just  as  much 
and  we  think,  a  little  more  of  trultih  in 
them.  The  Vindicator,  w^oh  was  print- 
ed in  English,  the  Tories  of  Canada  have 
torn  down.  It  may  he  that  it  wae  paj:'t 
of  their  policy  to  prevent  its  circulation 
amoDi;-  Englis^h  readers  of  liberal  principles. 

Once  more,  Papineau  is  spoken  of  very 
freely  by  some  American  editors.  Papineau 
is  a  very  able,  and  highly  intellectual  man, 
He  Avould  make  a  figure  among  tihe  first 
men  in  the  United  State*.  He  has  taken 
iAie  same  stand  in  Canada  that 
John       Adamg       took       in       Massaohut- 
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sets,  and  I'atiick  Heuiy  m  \  ir- 
ginia.  He  is  not  to  be  classed  with  the 
vulgar  demagogues  of  the  day,  and  wliat- 
eyev  may  be  our  estimaite  of  his  opinion', 
he  deserves  well  of  us  as  a  man. 

To  the  Whigs  of  Cajiada — we  addie^s  you 
thus  because  we  have  no  othen.-  manner  of 
reaching  you,  and  "^ve  call  you  ^Yhig^  be- 
cause, tliouuh  a  Wiiig  ( ii)\'ermnent  ui 
England  is  your  ajfparent  oippreBsor. 
yet  Toiy  piincipii's  dw  ihe  cAuise  of 
fhie  oppression — we  say  bexuiro  of  ex 
ti'emes  in  all  your  ireeils.  'J'liis  great 
country,  the  uioment  it  has  time  to  turn 
from  t.be  fearful  sta-ugglets  we  have  had 
here  with  Jacobinism,  will  do  you  justice. 
Study  the  principles,  the  life  and  chai'acter 
of  (ieoi"ge  Washington  as  your  model. 
Look  over  the  live?  of  the  Adamses,  tht 
Madisons,  the  Otiaee,  the  Henrys  and  Ham- 
iltons  of  the  American  lievolution.  None 
of  them  ore  Jacobin.*.  Th^y  wore  Whigs. 
The  Declaration  of  Independence  embodies 
all  you  should  coiiitend  for  at  pi->esent. 
Ltara  questions  of  political  economy. 
Finance,  aye,  all  questions  of  tlie  pocket, 
leave  to  a  calmer  day.  Cry  out  against  a 
standing  anny,  which  shoots  you  down, 
nenounce  the  force  that  knocks  you  donvn. 
In.sist  upon  t.he  right  of  full,  am])le  repre- 
eentation.  Be  modc)-ate,  but  sitern,  and 
remombei-  that  trutti  is  powerful  and  will 
pnpva.il." 


u 


(Fi'iHii    Detroit    Dailv   AdveitistT,    Xuveiu- 
ber,  1S37.) 

SIGiS'S  OF  THE  TiiMES.  —  Keceut 
movements  in  Canada  demonstrate  the  la- 
pidity  witli  which  our  neighbors  are  nx-Jh- 
ing  into  revolution.  The  history  of  these 
m«)vemeuits  from  time  bo  time  showing  that 
affairs  have  evidently  reached  a  crisis, 
ivill  be  positively  interesting  to  our  read- 
ers. The  same  spirit  of  determined  oi)po- 
sifcion  to  tyranny,  which  iu^'oived  our  'wu 
colonies  in  war,  is  now  manifested  in  thft 
stirring  resolutions  which  are  echoed  ana 
defyijigly  resixmided  to  throughout  the 
Pro\nnces.  The  immediate  effect  of  a  do- 
daration  of  independence  !)>•  I  he  (.'anada^ 
upon  the  people  of  this  country  would  he, 
judging  from  ipast  indications,  to  enlist  m 
their  liehalf  an  almost  aniveri!<al  sympathy. 
The  remote  consequences  Ave  do  not  pre- 
tend to  be  intimate  with.  It  is  enough  to 
know  that  tlie  great  political  clianges  ihit 
will  before  long  convulse  to  the  centrfc 
that  powerful  colony  cannot,  from  its  con- 
tiguity to  us,  but  materially  influence  our 
own  destinies,  whether  for  better  or  f'n' 
worse    we  will    not    pretend   to    say." 
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(From  tihe  Ne^v  York   Evening  Star,    JNTo- 
vember  22,    1837). 

"We  Ihave  not  been  able  to  see  evi- 
dence of  the  sympatliy  felt  for  tlie  Uana- 
diaiM,  and  for  the  simple  i-ea«>n  that  tiie 
Canadians  have  no  cause  of  compdaint 
jigainst  tJie  Government.  TJiat  they  may 
desire  to  be  free  and  independent,  to  have 
a  separate  government  of  their  o^^^l,  and 
to  be  their  own  masters,  is  quit*  reaBon 
able  and  natural,  and  they  must  take 
tthe  responsibility  of  the  attempt  on  their 
own  shoulders;  but  the  causes  of  separa- 
tion and  revolt  must  not  be  set  down  t« 
the  acts  of  the  Motlier  Country.  JiCt 
thiem,  if  tQiey  see  fit,  endeavor  to  be 
their  own  masters.  ITliat  is  their  look- 
out; but  do  not  let  us  of  this  country 
Bvanipathize  m  their  struggles  on  the 
ground  of  iharsh  treatment.  We  know 
to  tlie  contrarJ^  We,  the  poor  people  ot 
the  United  States,  ostensibly  free,  are  now 
suffering  more  from  tlie  despotism  of  our 
own  Government,  than  the  Canadians  are 
from  tlieir  own.  We  hazard  no  opinion  ot 
tlie  ultimate  success  of  this  struggle,  ana 
we  only  Ihope  that  Ave  isball  not  depart 
from  our  neutrality  in  this  contest,  or 
have  our  Government  compromised  by  any 
»ct  or  measure  whirili  may  susbain  oi  aid 
this  family  quarrel." 
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(From   fhe  Jfew  York  Ainericrtii.  JNOvenir 
ber  30,  1837.) 

"We  cannot  tliink  there  is  any  deep- 
root  to  this  revolt,  for  there  h.^  beeij 
no  such,  intolerable  oppression  of  the 
Qinladiama  as  either  to  justify  civil  ■war 
or  render  it  enduring  uide-r  disastsr.  ' 


(From  the   New  York    Albion.  Decemt>ef 
2,   1837} 

"Th«  oppressed  party  is  '.he  English  pa..'- 
ty;  the  Frendh-Canadian.?,  from  numerio^)' 
force,  have  for  many  years  kep:;  them  ii> 
a  stationary  position,  opposed  all  im- 
provememts,  and  enacted  laws  fital  to  thsi' 
interest." 


in 


(.Froiiii    tllt-f   Detiuk   Advci'lisor,    Xuvember 
30,  1837.) 

■"The  crisis  in  the  affau-s  of  our  sister 
prrviiK-e:^  li'as  arrived.  The  'blo'W  has  been 
strucl<.  The  struggle  for  liberty  on  the  one 
wde,  and  gov<n'ument  on  the  other,  h-.is 
coamnenieed.  Blood  ihas  been  she'd  upon 
the  altai-  of  freedom.  WJiat  .has  heretofore 
been  sstigmatized  as  relbellibn,  now  assume-? 
the  dign-ity  of  involution.  As  AmericaTi>, 
S9on'<  of  those  wbo  fought  for  and  acliiieved 
independence,  A\e  ■cannot  AVitiieas  tii&ir 
nioNtnients  -withoiit  tlie  most  thrilling  emo- 
tions, ^lay  the  f-Jod  of  baittles  sjieed  the 
right:  We  look  for  additional  intelligence 
with  inteiise  interest.  If,  as  we  anticipate, 
the  blo'W  thus  S'trueic  has  roused  tJie  Caii'i- 
diiun.«  to  a  sense  of  their  situation,  the  next 
ppjiers  from)  jMoo'treal  will  brinig  the  de 
tails  of  a  bloodj'  levolution." 


(Fnom   iJositoiji   xVtlas,    Xovfuibci-  4,    1S37.) 

"Public  iiietings,  very  numerouisly  and 
ei'thusiastiically  attended,  continue  to  be 
Iveld,  Iwth  in  Lower  amd  in  Upper  Canada, 
on  tihe  subject  of  Caniadian  riglhfts  and  Oen.i- 
iliam  grievances.  The  Toi'ies  make  great 
effort's  to  get  up  oontradietory  nieetdngt", 
Init    l.liev    meet    with    ven-    little   succesH. 


IT 


The  ciuise  (if  tine  iudependeuce  :uid  reform 
is  evei\'   day  gaining  converts. 

TIk'  ("iiiiiadians  cfinie  to  tlie  moetinirs 
Avdth  iniisktHs  on  tlieii-  shoivlders.  Military 
ex<?rcis"e9  are  mucJi  attaiitlefl  to.  Para- 
grap'Jis  Jilce  the  following,  from  the  last 
Vindieatoi".  may  serve  to  sliiow  that  the 
<'anadians  ait>  >erions:  — 

"The  dillerent  soctions  of  the  'Sons  of 
fviberty/  niiistesred  in  considerable  strength 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  at  Coteaii  St.  Louis, 
on  the  fanii  of  the  Hon.  D.  B.  Vigor,  in 
rear  of  the  Bishop's  Olmreh.  Thert^  couM 
i.ot  luive  been  les.s  thqii  twelve  luuKired 
etioctive  rae")!  embodied.  They  were  pvil 
tlirough  the  different  miliiary  evolutions, 
with  muidh  credit  to  themselves  , consider- 
ing the  short  time  tiie  corps-  lias  been  undea? 
drill.  We  were  glad  to  motice  that  much 
etfi'tlmisia&ni  prevailed  among  the  various 
corps.  We,  however,  doubt  ihat  by  a  little 
{iraotiee,  the^'  will  fo^^l^  a  very  cfTective 
and  useful  body." 

■'Tlie  Governor  of  Canada  dismis-^es  /roin 
their  post*;,  all  those  magistrates  and  offi 
cers  of  militia,  who  participate  in  these 
nu>cti'nig.s,  but  the  permamejit  and  central 
comnuttees,  aud  the  people  generally,  by 
the  approbation  ^viliich  thjey  express  for  the 
conduct  of  men  who  sao'ifice  office  to  pa- 
triotism, more  than  coamterbalanoes  those 
operation's  of  the  CJovemor."' 
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The  Torontu  I'atriut,  a  lujalist  orgjaii. 
made  a  clever  appea;!  to  Amerioan  preju- 
dices by  publisliing  fhe  following  article: 

'•Thus  the  die  is  cast  •vrbioh  must  decide 
whether  the  Prorinee  sbaill  hencefarth  be 
BRITISH  or  FRENCH.  Tliis  is  «ie  time 
and  only  questiooi.  On  tliis  jMsint  there 
ehould    be   no    mistake. 

"It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  at  length  tlie 
mettle  of  the  executive  is  up,  and  that  the 
jails   are   filling  Avitb   notables." 


This  article  A^■as  published  on  the  28th 
of  November,  1837,  amd  ealded  forth  the 
follo•\^4ng    rejoinder: 

(Fro)m  tlie  ^Morning  Courier  and  Enquirer, 
Ne^v   York.    December  7,    1837.) 

"We  ob.-*erve  with  regret  in  some  of  our 
newspapers  a  disposition  to  >agitate  in 
frtvor  of  the  insui^ents,  and  to  excite  a 
rpirit  of  bostility  .against  the  Anglo-Cana- 
dians. As  fair  as  the  present  struggle  is 
a  oontes't  for  independence,  it  excites,  of 
course,  the  sj'mpatfhies  of  aur  citizens,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  A\-hole  policy  of 
cur  Government  and  our  institutions  sug- 
gests the  observance  of  a  strict  neutralitj-, 
and  the  nature  of  our  connections  with 
Great  Britain  render  that  duty  in  the 
present  instance  doubly  important." 


I'J 


(Same,   December  9,   1837.1 

"We  uirdeistaaid  tliat  depositions  were 
re8t€Tday  made  in  this  city  that  agents  of 
tfhe  insurgents  in  Oau-ada,  Aveire  openly  re- 
<?niiting  in  Burlington  and  other  places  in 
Vermont,  and  seoiding  into  Caneda  men 
»nd  munitions  of  war,  for  the  use  of  those 
in  anns  against  the  Government.  These 
<lepoaition«  were  forwardeK:!  to  England  by 
yesteixlay'.s  packet,  and  to  the  British  Min- 
ister at  Washington,  and  ^^'ill  doubtless  be 
Die  cause  of  a.n  inunednate  demand  npon 
our  executive  to  put  an  end  to  such  pro- 
ceedings in  future.  Our  fellow  citizen* 
and  the  public  press  throughout  th« 
Ignited  States  eaarnot  be  too  cautious  how 
they  encourage  or  countenance  any  pro- 
ceeding* which  may  by  any  possibility  em- 
bi-oil  U3  •with  England,  or  which  may  have 
a  tendency  to  wea.ken  the  bond  of  unity 
and  of  interest  by  Avliioh  the  two  coun- 
tn'es  are  now  closely  tmited." 
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(From    the   Washington    Nation;il    InUlli- 
gencer,  Decern '^or  5,  1837.) 

"1  liave  not  the  ^eaic  ioubt  that  ttiey 
will  siRoeed  in  the  a^.^  Their  cause  u 
tiu  iin^piriiig  one,  and  will  enlist  the  sym- 
pathies of  all  the  Uaii';'.!  Staler  border 
counties  of  Lower  Ci'iada,  even  to  the 
pitch  of  enthusiasm.  Tiie  in-iSpondence  or 
Lower  Canada  settles  for  us  -.^o  great 
questions — the  uoi-iJieastern  boundary 
question  and  the  free  i^.  ivigation.  of  the  hr. 
Ijawrence." 


Buffalo  seems  to  have  been  at  this  time 
the  centi'e  of  agitation  in  favor  of  the 
Patriots.  At  a  meeting  lield  on  the  5th 
December,  1837,  whidi  is  said  t.o  liave 
l^een  attended  by  1,500  persons,  the  follow- 
ing i-esolutions  were  adoft^ted: 

"Resolved,  Thiiit  we  disclaim  the  c-harges 
of  exeiiting  sedition,  of  forwarding  a  civil 
war,  or  of  paa-ticipatmg  in  alienating  the 
affections  of  the  Canadians  from  Great 
Britain,  bnt  that  being  fully  persuaded  of 
their  great  grievances  and  privations,  "we 
deem  it  unla^-ful  and  conimendaible  tliat 
v'hesn  civil  war  is  kindled,  ■i\ihen  the  bonds 
of   political    society    are   bi'oken,    and   are 
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ci.OJsitleiQil  as  i\\\>  (lisliiict  powers,  to 
ftympatibize  with  tlmt  i>art.v  A\'hose  cause 
we  deem  just,  i.ind  it  is  only  wliiit  justice 
and  genei'osity  require  in  the  beliaJf  of 
taen  figJiting  in  the  defence  of  their  lil>er- 
ties  to  earnestly  begeeeh  the  Gotl  of  Bat- 
ties  to  afford  them  such  succor  as  they 
i^hall  stand  in  need  of  in  the  day  of  tHieir 
trouble. 

Resolve!.  Tliat  allli(mji;h  it  i-s  n.  Avell 
.-L^ttled  i)rinciple  of  international  luw,  and 
recognized  aisi  such  by  the  law  of  nations, 
that  it  is  right  and  ju.st  and  laudable  to 
f..«9ist  in  every  May  a  colony  making  "W.ir 
with  the  mother  country  (who>;o  acts  aro 
those  of  injus-tiee  and  serve  only  to  keep 
men  in  a  state  of  servitude)  and  that  the 
jiviuciple  is  made  so  broad  tihat  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  every  nat'on  t^)  render 
.such  aid  who  ctiii  give  it  withcnt  being  it- 
self   wanting," 

At  auol.her  meeting  held  on  the  9th  of 
December,  attended  by  400  persons,  the 
following  resolutions   weie    adopted: 

Resoheu,  'Unit  a's  free  and  indefiendenit 
citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  we 
deplore  tihc  situation  of  our  neiglibors  of 
flue  Prov'nofs  of  Tapper  and  Tvower  Can- 
adi-i . 
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Resolved,  Tliat  the  policy  of  t.lie  Hujnr 
Grovenxmeut  towards  tihe  coltdmea  Qias  been 
tor  a   series  of    yeai"^   unjust  ami  oppres- 

Resolve<i,  'llliiat  it  is  witli  feelings  of 
sincere  regret  we  are  eomipelled:,  by  tbe 
grievances  of  tlie  people  tlirougli  the  press, 
to  tax  tlie  Motilier  Country  "with  ilioMing 
in  bondage  iipAmu'dis  of  .a  million  of  sub- 
jects, and  subjecting  tbeni,  to  tbe  same 
degree  of  servitude  as  Avas  experienced 
by  the  colo.ny  of  ^rassarfin.setts  ])reA*ious^ 
t'>    the  battle  of  Lexington. 

Rehoiveil,  That  in  the  accession  of  Vic- 
toria, the  youthful  Queen,  to  the  throne 
of  Eiifflanil,  Ave  expected  a  continuance- 
of  'the  course  of  policy  soi  gloriously  com- 
mencetl  by  the  Refonners  in  the  Imperial 
rnrliament  of  1832 

ResoHved,  That  we  do  not  belie ive  in  the 
aristocratic  dootrime,  '"tliat  mi^ht  creiites 
ri]L^t,"'  but  on  the  oonAna-ry,  tfliat  the 
weat  and  oppres^>ed  in  all  countries  !■«- 
quire  laidi  and  countenance  from  aJl  na- 
tions, aind  inore  especially  from  those  who 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who,  in 
the  stiiiggle  of  Greece  and  Pok'nid,  ren- 
dered such,  services  as  al'e  no^v  asked  from 
this  c;>minunity 

liesolved.  That  a\"(>  ])leclfee  our  honor  and 
mutual    f  lith   to  aid   in,  opposing  all  mea- 
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sures  brouglit  forward  by  tlie  Home  C-ov- 
erimient  tiliaiL  Ivas  liot  at  imterest  tihe  feel- 
ings, -vvan;ts  and  privileges  of  the  induibit- 
unts  of  1!k»  colonies. 


Ou  Hhe  lltlli  of  ]3eeem!l>ei-  anotlier  meet- 
ing Avas  lielil  iu  ]iufFalo,  Lyon  ^lackenzie 
having  arrived  there  after  hiaving  orassed 
bhe  frontier  in  disguisei,  and'  having  slept 
tAVO  nights  inl  Iliiaj' stacks,  aocording  to  tlhe 
OoTmnercial  Adveiffciser,  AA-fliich  gives  thi 
folloAviiiig  account   of  the   meeting: 

The  stage  was  set  Avitlh  appropriate 
scenes  of  the  Roman  Forunn,  a,  miilitary 
band  occiii)ied  the  orchestra  and  played 
patriotic  airs,  while  the  house  was  filling- 
iialpli  Avas  n:(»t  present  to  meet  expecta- 
tions, but  was  rei)orted  to  be  on  his  way 
iXt  I'lle  top  of  hiis  horse'si  speed.  Dr. 
Chapin  being  called  to  tlbe  chair,  stated 
the  oibject  of  the  meetinig.  On  announcing 
that  W.  L.  Mackenzie  was  then  at  his 
lionn;  under  .his  'protection',  tliere  was  a 
■gieneral  outl)\irst  of  ii.ppl'ause.  To  th'e  ques- 
tion, '"Wil  you  protect  him?"  tlhe  an- 
swer was:  ■■^^'e  will,  Ave  Avill!  Bring  hiLm 
otit!"'  But.  he  Avas  reported  too  ill  to 
attend  the  nieetin.<>'.  Dr.  C.  then  said: 
"i  want    six   stioiig.   brave  A'oung   men,   as 
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good  as  God  lias  got  aiuoag  us,  to  go  to 
my  house  to-night  for  fear  of  aay  attempt 
oai  the  part  of  the  loyalists."  "'A  hjum- 
dredl"  was  the  expla.ualion.  "I,  T,  I," 
was  heard  all  over  tilie  lions,-.  .Tud  iinin- 
l>ei->:  spraiifr  uyjon   tlio  •stas"''. 

After  giving  tliri'c  diefrs  for  Mafkeuzie, 
Papineau,  Rolph  ami  others,  the  assem- 
bly marahed  in  procession  to  Dr.  Chapin's 
resideuce,  and  gave  three  dlicers  for  Mr. 
^fackonzic'  and  liis  hosts. 


Editorially.    iJie    ( 'nnuiieicial     .\<l\('rtisi'r 
paid. — 

"All  our  feeling  md  syniiiathies  arc  Avith 
the    Canadians.     .     .  lint    are  not  pro- 

oeeding,-*  such  a.s  we  liav^-  i-eeorded.  honor- 
able as  they  are  to  the  hearts  of  those  en- 
paged  in  them,  calculatwl  Id  jiroduee  I'e- 
sults  direetlj-  opiwsite  to  wlial  are  iiitend- 
e<l?  Do  the-  genileinen  who  <oinpo.se  the 
meeiting  feei  willing,  with  all  th<  ir  res]>on- 
eibility  re.--tiiig  ni)on  them,  to  envbark  per- 
sonally in  the  contest  now  going  on  in  the 
Lofwei-  Provincesi?  We  presume — we  know 
—that  they  do  not.  .  .  .  Is  it  not  cruel 
to  them  to  holil  out  hopes  which  may  never 
he    t'liltilled?  .     .     U'e  (111   not    entertain 
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Uie  opinion  that  tliere  is  sufficient  muse 
for  tlie  i.nsuiref'tion  which  has  broken  out 
in  tliv>  Lower  Province.s,  amd  we  are  eom- 
pelle^l  in  eandor  to  say,  from  ouir  own 
knioftvledge  and  <>lj=er\  aition,  tliat  they  have 
not  only  l)een  most  niildJy  and  parentally 
governed,  hut  we  aiv  well  saitisfied  that 
*-Jiey  have  neither  the  intelligence  nor  tl'ie 
love  of  liberty  which  renders  tbem  quali- 
fied tor  self-govern  men  1,  even  if  thej'  were 
to  establish  their  independence.  The 
Frencli  [Kipulation — the  only  i>ortion  of  the 
people  engagetl  in  t!i)is  rebellion — are  but 
little  lemoveil  from  the  ajborginies  by 
whwii  the>-  nre  ."urrounded,  and 
are  a;-i  ignorant  an<l  a.*  little 
qualified  to  govern  tiiem-elves  a; 
were  the  peasantry  of  Prance  dur- 
ing the  middle  ii<?es.  •Th^e  Upper  Qiua- 
driajis)  do  not  complain  of  oppression, 
and  there  Ls  no  evidence  in  tour  posses.sion 
or  known  u>  tlu>  i)ubl!c.  AVhich  proves  that 
they  desiiL"  our  aid  in  ateompli-^iiing  it. 

We  siiall  conclude  b.v  ui"ging  upon  ail 
citizeiius — firs',,  \h'  iiei  e-sity  of  resen'ing 
our  syn>]jathies  f(jr  tho-e  who  merit  them, 
those  who  desire  them,  and  secondly,  lo 
bear  in  mind  that  our  nationial  honor  and 
duty  to  ouriselves,  to  our  country  and  to 
the  civilized  world,  demand  that  we  should 
preserve  between  Great  Uritain  ami  lier 
•  •olonies  a  Strict   neutrality. 
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T}ie  Buifalo  Journal,  also  ridiculized 
McKeuzie's  atteriTpt  to  excite  sympaiLhy. 
One  hunich-ed  and  fifty  resddent*.  of  Buffalo 
and  Black  Rock  taolc  't!he  trouble  to  ^vrite 
&  card  deploring  the  manifestations  of 
•jmpatihy  -wMijih  tod  been  expressed  in 
favor  of  Can)a,dians,  and  on  Decemiber  18, 
a   correspondent  A^cote  to  the   Journal: 

"No  American  Arould  ever  lend  «  ihiand 
to  [help  a  Frenchman  to  raise  the  guillo- 
tine on  the  squares  of  Montreal  and  Que- 
bec to  shed  the  Wood  which  flows  m  their 
own  veins." 


Xeveitheless  the  following  poem  by  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Robert  Nelson,  of  Montreal, 
then  retdred  to  Plattsiburg  went  the  round 
of    the  American   pre-S. 

THE   PATRIOT  CHIEF. 

All  manacled  and  pale,  tbe.v  led  ham  thr'»" 
that    lawless   throng, 

Amid  the  din  of  curse,  and  jeer  of  ribaldry 
and  song; 

But  vainly  did  they  strive  to  urge  that 
manJy  spirit's   grief, 

Tiliough  worn  by  famine  and  by  light,  un- 
daunted moved  the  CMef. 


Not   yet    liad    sorrow    quenched    the    Are   of 

that    proud  eagle-eye 
H«    he«ded   not    tlieir    glistening    steel,    h» 

dreaded   not  to  die. 
In  virtue's  fair  and   sunny   patJis  unsullied 

he  had  trod; 
He  fou'ght  for   Freedom  aud  for  Right.  hi» 

Country    and    his    God. 

He  scorned  the  Idh-  pageantry  of  mouarchjr 

and  power: 
He  saw  oppression's  deepening  cloud*  with 

hori'Or  o'er  him   lower; 
He  tried  to   burst  his  people's  chains,    and 

bled   that   they   should  be 
Linked   with    the  happy    of    the    earth,    the 

joyous   and  the  free. 

But    every    ertort    uaci    oeen    crushed,    each 

hope  had  passed  away; 
His    trusty    followers    had    fallen    In    that 

nnequal  fray 
The  hired  miscreants  had  stained  his  once 

glad  home   with  blood. 
And    now    a    pdle  of   ashes    smoked    where 

that   lov'd  dwelling  stood 

And  he  must  s^e  no  more  this  woria.  ">o 
beautiful  and   fair, 

With  all  those  dear  and  eherished  onea 
that  claiim  Ms  fondest  care; 

Wife,  children,  all  are  dead  to  him,  one 
only  hope  hath  he, 

The  sweet  forgiveness  of  his  Lord  In  bless- 
ed eternity. 


28 


h\  JiutValo  a  coiumiUc-.!  l.r.d  been  ap- 
pointed to  eolkct  subsfrioli.iv's;  for  Uie 
t>aln'ots'  fund,  but  -with  w  h  it  >=uccess  •w« 
are  not  exaetily  informed.  I'ublic  meet- 
ings were  held  nearly  every  e veiling  dur- 
ing December,  and  at  one  ^t  ti.ese  Lyon 
^iac'l^enzie  delivered  a  lecture  on:  "Is 
the  cause  of  tihe  revolting  Canadians  a 
just  cause  ?"  The  agFtation  spread  to 
other  towns  on  the  frontier.  In  Detroit 
trie  Young  Men"s  Debating  Society  tooli 
u\>  the  question  of  the  (^anadians'  griev- 
ance*, and  invited  refugees  to  be  present 
and  to  address  the  meetings,  and,  need- 
less to  say,  the  report  justifiyng  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  colonists  was  finally 
adopted  by  a  large  majority.  On  Decem- 
ber 21  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Detroit 
was  held  in  the  City  Mall  "to  consider 
\v\ia\  means  cf)nld  be  devised  to  assist  Uie 
liutfering  refugees  from  Briti.sih  oppression 
now  in  tihis  city."  The  following  report  is 
from  the  Detrok  Daily  Advertiser,  Dc- 
ceinbtT  28,   1837  :  — 

"It  beriig  reiiresented  to  t>lii<  meeting 
tliat  the  Canadians  liad  selected  a  ( ominit- 
ti'c  of  six.  with  ])ower  to  add  to  tlieir 
iiumbei'.  to  enter  into  cominunication  with 
friends  of  CaiKulian  ]il)evty  in  Detroit,'  I'l 
was 

'"Kesolved  thai  a  commillce  o;  six  i>e  ap- 
pointed to  act  jointly  with  the  Canad'uui 
committee,    for   the   purpose      of    adoji'ting 
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the  nu»t  efficiejit  means  for  the  support 
of  sudi  Canadiam  patriots  as  hvae  been 
driven  from  their  Jiomes  by  the  present 
persecution  in  Upper  Canada,  amd  also  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  theiu  TviPh  arms 
and  the  munitions  of  war. 

"Tlie  follomug  gentlemen  were  there- 
upon apopinted  : — D.  D.  McKinnej',  Benj. 
Ivingslnuy,  jr.,  Dr.  E.  A.  Theller,  Jotm 
S.  Ba^g,  John  ]M  Wilson,  Charles  Peltier. 
The  joint  committee  aippointed  Charles 
Peltier.    Esq.,   treasurer. 

•''The  following  resolutions  were  then 
passed  : — 

"Resohred,  that  tiie  joint  coinmittee  lie 
requested  to  take  into  their  most  serious 
consideratfon  the  best  means  of  promoting 
the  cause  of  tRe  patriots  in  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Provinces." 

A  subscription  was  immediately  opened 
and  ^13-1  were  subscribed.  Ten  rifles  were 
also  given. 
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A  auibsequenit  meeting  was  .held:  in  th* 
City  Hall,  Detroit,  f>n  December  28,  1837, 
at  ■R'^liicih  it  Avas 

"Resolved,  Thiait  tlie  general  eooiiimit/tee 
be  requested  to  furnisih  a  general  depot 
for  suah  provisions,  aurras  aiid  muaitioiiis 
of  Wiar  as  may  be  in  t.lieir  opinion  be  neces- 
tary  to  protect  tbe  refugee  patriots,  wbo 
geek  our  protection  from  iusult  or  from 
kid'na.ppiiig  agents  of  any  country'  or 
power,  and  that  volunteers  be  eiu'oUed 
for  'tiheix'  ppotection,  peaceaibly  and  quietly, 
and  'witihin  tiie  pale  of  the  Taws  of  our 
country." 


At  Rochester  meetings  were  iheld  at  tlie 
same  time,  at  which  resolutions  were  pass- 
ed expressing  "fhe  deep  solicitude  felt  in 
tihe  struggle  to  resist  oppTeasion  andl  secure 
tihe  benefits  of  a  representative  govern- 
ment to  tbe  inbaibitants  of  that  eoumltiy." 

In  Oswego  tiliere  Avas  also  a  coanimittee 
to  whioh  IVtcKenzie  applied  for  amis  and 
ammunition. 


The  atteniipts  mad'e  to  invade  Caiiada 
at  Dettroit  arid  Navy  Island,  and  t!he 
burning  of  tihe  Caroline  witliin  the  Amer- 
ican line  on  the  nigM  of  December  29  liave 
been  olironicled  in  many  histories,  ilinor 
incidents  of  the  same  cliaracter  were  fre- 
quent on  the  froiLtier. 

The  Albany  Argus,  December  28,  re- 
ports the  following: 

"Mr.  Mose,  of  Oiassy,  took  a  passenger 
froan  his  \illage  on  Tliursday  last,  tio  carry 
to  Ohaimp'ain.  He  reacQied  Mr.  NidhoLs' 
tavern,  in  Clromplain  village,  aboult  2 
o'clock  Friday  Tnoming,  awoke  Mr.  Nich- 
ols, and  ibuilt  a  fire  in  the  bar-room. 
Saon  the  hailiff  enquired  'of  Jlr.  Nidhols 
if  such  men — ^nadians  of  the  Radical 
party — were  there.  ^Mr.  Nichols  replied 
that  there  were  travellers  in  the  h.ouae, 
but  he  did  noit  know  them.  The  bailiff 
warn  ted  to  seaTdh  the  house.  Mr.  Nichols 
told  him  he  should,  not  searcli.  The 
bailiff  threatened  to  blow  out  Mr.  Nichol*' 
brain*",  ^[r.  Nichols,  with  true  Yankee 
spirit,   dared  him  to  fire. 

The  party  in  the  house,  finding  that 
Mr.  Nichols  was  determitied  at  all  hazatds 
to  protect  his  lodgens,  finally  left  the 
house,  joined  those  out-side,  and  rode  off. 
fjet.  armed  British  subjects  keep  their  own 
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side  of  the  line;  at  any  rate  niot  eix)S(s  it 
to  eoonimit  outrages  upon  citizens  of  th« 
United  States.  ElBMBMBER  PLATTS- 
BURG." 


Tlie  Rochester  Democrat,  reporting  the 
burning  .of  t»he  Caroline,  said: 

'"In  reooixiing  this  horrid  tragedy,  we 
dare  not  give  utterance  to  our  feelings, 
but  "we  miiisfc  say  thiat  if  this  outage  be  mot 
speedily  avenged — not  by  siimipering  dip- 
lomacy, eitiher— BUT  BY  BLOOD,  our 
nationial  honior  deservee  the  indignity  it 
has  received." 


The  Albany  Jom-mal,  January  5,  1838, 
said: 

"This  question  is  assuiniing  a  more  foir- 
midahle  oharacter.  It  has  already  excited 
mtieh  feeling  aimongi  us,  and  is  likely  to 
become  one  of  pervading  interest.  The 
whole  subject  is  suiTounid'ed  with  difficul- 
ties. Tlie  position  of  our  'Sttate  la  one  of 
gi-eat  delicacy  anld  responsibility.  The 
public  .sij-mpaitiliy  and    the   populav  feeling 
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are  witili  Uhe  paitriots.  These  cannot  be 
repressed.  And  >-«t  our  relations  vrith 
FJngland  are  of  a  diiaracter-ao  amiable  as 
to  enioroe  the  strictest  neutrality  upon 
us.  With  these  vie%\^  we  have  tOius  far 
pursueil  a  course  dictated  bj-  convictions 
of  diutj'.  We  cannot  promise,  however,  to 
remain  long  indifferenit  if  the  royalists  con- 
tinue thein  saiii^iinfary  mode  of  warfare. 
Defenceless  villages  may  not  be  burned 
wifh  impunity.  Fire  thus  kindled  \vill 
blaze  liigiher  and  burn  longer  than  tiie 
incendiaries  conteauplate.  Tliis  is  not 
the  Way  for  oppressors  to  pierce  tihe  hearts 
of  thte  oppressed. 

"Tile  Covernment  officers  are  pusiiing 
their  advantages  too  far. 

"The  Tory  press  in  Canada  are  thirsting 
for  bioocl.  "The  gallows,'  says  a  Toronto 
paper,  is  impatient  for  its  prey,  and  ^vill 
speedily  have  carrion  in  aibundamce.' 
Should  the  Government  venture  to  try 
and  (hang  for  treason,  its  power  to  wi^eak 
sncTi  vengeance  will  be  sbortdived.  The 
moment  the  Royalists  condemn  citizens  to 
the  'gallows'  for  political!  offences  a  war- 
fa.re  will  be  coninienced  A\-hicll  must  ter- 
minate in  the  independence  of  Canada." 
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T'liese  were  tlie  utterances  of  iiie  most 
radical  opposition,  papei's,  sucli  as  the  Buf- 
falo Star  anid  Joui-nlal,  'tihe  Detroit  Post, 
and  tJie  Burlington  Free  Press.  The  opipo- 
sition  papers,  even  those  who  had  been 
friendly  to  t!he  pati-iots,  took  a  diflfeireait 
view.  The  AW^a.ny  Argus,  Januarj'  4.  1838, 
said : 

'■Retaliatory  measaires  meet  ■witii  no  en- 
coui-agemen/t  from  any  quarter." 


Th«  Detroit  Free  Press,  January  1, 
1838,  said: 

"A  direcit  violation  of  our  territory  ha.=i 
taken  pfeee,  and  the  first  feeling  of  every 
American  sihould  be  to  repel  it,  but  while 
we  thus  give  vent  to  our  patriotic  impulses, 
and  exMbit  a  determination  •\^■*llicb  belongs 
to  a  great  people  never  to  suffer  an.  op- 
pression upon  our  sioil,  it  is  due  to  justice 
and  to  our  nationial  cbaracter  to  pause  and 
reflect  upon  tbe  causes  wbioli  have  led  to 
tliis  violation  of  our  territory,  and  suffer 
reason  rather  than  passion  to  influence 
oair  o]iinions  an  daetion.'s. 

"ft  is  tlie  duty  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  make  use  of  all  tlie  means  in  its 
power  to  compel  obedience  to  our  treaty 
stipulations  and  our  national   Qibligations." 


The  meek  attitude  of  the  American  au- 
thorities is  shown  by  the  foUlaw-inig  cor- 
respondeu'ce : 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Allan  N. 
McJfab,  Oolonel  commanding,  to 
Lieut. -Col.  Straohen.    Copy. 

Headquarters,  Cliippewa,  2nd  Jan.,  1838. 

Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  report  that  I  have 
just  been  called  upon  bj-  ilr.  Sniit-h,  one 
of  the  Deputy  ilarshals  of  the  State  of 
N^ew  York,  amd  Collector  of  Customs  for 
rhe  Port  of  MancJiester,  m.tii  a  lettei'  from 
Henrj-  Areularius,  Esq.,  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  ^lilitary  Stores  for  the  State  of 
New-  Yoi'k,  w  hicb,  vnth  mj-  reply,  T  have 
the  honor  to  enclose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Yonr    obedient    ibunibie     Sei^'ants,, 

ALLAN  N.  McNAB, 
Col.   Com'g. 

L'eutenu.nt-Colonel    Straohan, 
ifilitary  Secretary. 
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The  following  lai-e  the  enclosures. 

No.  1. — -Copy  of  a  letter  from  General 
Arcularius,  Commissarj'  Geneiral  of  *he 
State  of  New  Yoo-k,  to  the  Hon.  Col.  A.  N. 
McNab. 

State  of  New  York, 
Niagara  Falls,  Jam..  2nd,  18.38. 

Colonel  Allan  MeNab,  comniaindiing  Her 
Majesty's  forces  on  the  Niagara,  fron- 
tier: 

Sir, — Having  just  arrived  in  this  ])art  of 
the  State  of  NeAv  York,  pursiiaji't  to  the 
Commands  of  the  Governor  of  tliis  vState, 
(a  copy  of  Avhieh  I  liave  tlie  honor  here- 
vritih  to  enclose),  I  would  most  respecitfully 
solicit  from  you  tihe  susspension  of  iam  at- 
tack of  the  assemblage  Tlo^\'  lo<lged  on 
Navy'  Islanad  bordering  on  this  frontier, 
until  I  can  demand  the  siurender  of 
any  antl  all  the  arms,  ordnance  and 
stores  belonging  to  the  people  of  thia 
State,  of  wliich  tliis  assemblage  have  ob- 
tained thiy  clandestine  possession;  and.  per- 
mission 'to  withdraw  the  same  if  they  shall 
be  given  up.  Tlie  application  Mill  be  mad^ 
immediately,  and  without  any  delay  on 
my     ]mTt,     or    the     purl     of     tho.sie    citi- 


zeiifi   to  Avbom   the   eomniunication    is   ad- 
dressed. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Witli  jrreat  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

HENRY  ARCULARIUS, 
C5om'y-Gen.    Military  Stores, 
Stat«  of  New  York. 

Ko.  2 — -Oopy  of  a  letter  from  His  Excel- 
lency AV.  L.  Marcy.  (xovemor  of  the 
State  of  XeA^'  York,  to  Gren.  J.  Gould, 
of  Rochester.  Judge  Hunt,  of  Lock- 
port,  His  Honor  J.  Trowbridge,  Mayor 
of  Buffalo,  and  others. 

No.  2.  Albany,  Dee.  29tl),  1837. 

To  Genera'  J.  .Gould,  of  Rochester,  .Tudgt 
Hunt,  of  Lockport,  His  Honor  .T.  Trow- 
biidge,  !Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  others. 
Gentlemen, — Pemiit    me     to     introduce 
you    respectivelj*    td    the    bearer    liereof, 
Genea-al    .Vrcularius,    tihe  Commissary-Gen- 
eral   of    this    State.    Understandiag.   from 
rarious  persons  that  some  of  the  pieces  of 
ordnance,  and  other  military  property  be- 
longing to  the   State,  and  .situated  in  the 
westeiTi  part  of  it,  have  been  taken  from 
those  who  hiad  the  custody  of  them,  and 
carried    beyond    our   terriitorial    limits,    I 
have  directed  the  Commissan'  General  to 
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\4sit  tiliat  section  of  Che  State  for  the  pur- 
l>ose  of  ascertaining  the  tnith  of  these  re- 
ports, and  to  itiaike  pixiper  measures  to  re- 
claim ©uoh  iMJirticnn  of  the  pubQic  property 
?¥>  may  3iave  been  takfan  away,  and  to 
place  it  in  a  safe  condition. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  any 
aid  or  inforniartion  tliat  you  shall  have  it 
in   your  power  to  afford   him. 

I  Ihave  the  honor  to  be, 

With  gi'eat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  W.    L.    MARCY, 

No.  3— Oopy  of  reply  from  the  Hon.  A.  N". 
MeNab  to  Oommissaiy  Geneiral  Arou- 
iLariufi. 

No.  3. 

Headquartere,   Ohippewa,   2nd  Jan. ,1838. 

Sir, — I  have  this  moment  ihod  the  (honor 
to  receive  your  communieajtion  of  this  day, 
in  w'hidh  you  solicit  a  suspension  of  an 
attack  on  the  assemblage  now  lodged  on 
Navy  Island  until  you  cam  demand  the 
surrender  of  any  and  all  the  arms,  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores  belonging  to 
the  peof^le  of  tine  State  of  New  York,  of 
whicih  tlie  assemblage  (have  obtained  tihe 
clandesitane  possessJOo,  with  permis.sion  to 
withdraw  the  same  if  they  .s/hall  be  given 
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np,  and  assuring  me  that  the  above  appli- 
cation will  be  made  immediately  and  with- 
cut  any  delay  on  your  part,  or  on  the  part 
of  tbose  citizens  to  whom  the  communica- 
tion is  addressed. 

As  the  aBove  application  evinces  a'  noble 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  New 
York  sincerely  to  co-operaite  witla  the  Grov- 
ernment  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  main- 
taining the  laws  of  nations  against  the 
atrocious  attack  of  a  band  of  pirates  who 
have  equally  insulted  tbe  American  as  well 
as  'bhe  Britisili  authorities,  by  plundering 
their  property,  and  by  openly  setting  tlheir 
laws  at  defiance.  I  lose  no  time  in  assur- 
ing j-ou,  that  having  been  directed,  cordi- 
ally to  co-operate  with  tbe  authorities  as 
well  as  wntb  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  maintaining  the  treaty  which 
happily  exists  between  fchem  and  the  Bri- 
ti.*li  Empire,  aed  to.  do  everything  in  my 
power  to  avoid  if  possible  fhe  effusion  of 
human  bloo<l.  I  shall  have  gi-eat  pleasure 
in  suspending  my  attack  on  the  pirates  on 
N'avj^  Island,  and  will  cheerfully  consent 
on  the  part  of  Her  ]^Iajesty's  Government 
that  ;i.ny  arms  or  property  they  may  have 
etolen  from  your  Government  or  from  your 
citizens,  may  be  withdrawn  by  you  from 
the  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  being  im- 
mediately restored  to  their  rightful 
owners. 
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Relying  upon  i-eeeiving  from  you  th» 
oarrliest  possible  notice  of  tihe  result  of 
your  laudaWe  exertions,  and  trusting  tih*t 
the  same  good  feelimg  wbieli  lias  deter- 
mined your  Government  to  depiive  theae 
people  of  tlie  arms  of  tlie  United  Stiates, 
which  you  acknowledge  bhey  have  clan- 
destinely possessed  themselves  of,  Avill  in- 
duce you  to  prevent  them  from  receiving 
from  your  shores  any  further  a..«isistauce  or 
supplies. 

I  have  the  'honor  to  remain,  Sir. 

With    the  highest   consideration, 

Your   obedient   humble   servant, 

ALLAN  N.  McNAB, 

Col.  Com'g  Her  Majesty's  Forces  on   the 
Ni.igai'a  Frontier. 

To    Commissi;wy    Gen.    Benry    Arculariu», 
Esq.,  &c.,   &c. 


On  the  17th  of  December,  1837,  .Gover- 
nor Marcy,  of  New  York,  issued  la.  procla- 
mation oalUim  upon  all  good  citizens  to 
abstain  from  assisting  tihe  Hebel^;  'Ob|! 
January  2,  1838,  he  sent  a  message  to  the 
Legislature,     sifcaitdng    tihat    ^ilthou^     the 
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Fedei-al  Gioverniuent  iiad  care  ol  th« 
toreign  relations.  Tie  Avould  nevertheless 
see  that  the   fgi'ontiere  "were  protected. 


On  Detenibei-  28,  1837,  Ciovemor  Jenni- 
son,  of  \'ei-mont,  issuetl  the  following 
proolamatiom: 

"It  hae  been  represenited:  to  me  that  in 
some  ie\v  instances  arma  have  been  fur- 
nished, and  hostile  forces  orgaaiized  mth- 
iTi  this  State.  Xo  one  can  be  ignorant  of 
ihe  consequences  of  siich  a  state  of  thinge 
if  allowed.  Such  forc-es  may  be  repelled, 
and  our  temtoiy  be  made  the  tiheart^re  of 
active  wai-fare.  This  is  not  to  be  tolerated 
for  a  moment,  and  eveiy  good  citizen  will 
appieciate  the  importance  of  rebuking  all 
such  acts  -as  maj-  tend  to  produce  it. 

That  comity  which  binds  natione  to  each 
other  condemns  all  interference  in  their 
intestine  broils,  aaid  the  laws  of  Congress 
are  explicit  in  their  denunciation,  subject- 
ing those  who  impix)perly  interfere  to 
heavy  penalties  and  imprisonment.  Under 
these  circumstances  and  with  these  feel- 
ings, I  ihave  thought  it  ray  duty  to  isaue 
THIS  MY  PROCLA^iIATION,  cautioning 
my  fellow  citizens  against  all  acts  that  may 
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girbject  them,  to  penalties,  or  in  any  ■\vay 
compromt  the  .Government.  Our  first 
duty  is  to  our  G-overnment,  and  the  greta,t- 
est  benefit  we  can  confer  on  the  wonld  is 
Ly  giving  them  a  perfect  example  in  the 
notion  of  that  Government.  With  other 
nations  our  conduct  should  be  regulated 
by  the  principles  of  an  enlarged  and  en- 
lig'hteued  philanthropj'. 

In  "^^"ar  ^ye  may  treat  them  as  enemies, 
but  in  peace  they  are  to  be  regaxded  as 
friends.  In  the  present  posture  of  affairs- 
our  diit>'  is  manifest — that  of  a  strict  neu- 
trality— neither  lending  such  aid  to  either 
ss  would  be  inconsistent  with  that  charac- 
ter, nor  denying  the  rights  of  hospitality 
to  either  so  long  a-s  they  .are  within  our 
borders,  and  maintain  the  character  of 
quiet    and    peaceable   citizens." 


Governor  Stevens  T.  Mason,  of  Michi- 
gan, also  issued  the  follo\^ing  proclama- 
fion : 

'"Now,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  tae 
request  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  view  of  the  popular  com- 
niotion  now  existing  in  the  Provinces  of 
U]iper  and    Lower  Canada,    I   do  hereby 
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caution  and  enjoin  upon  all  good  citizen* 
of  this  State,  and  all  other  persons  u-Lom- 
soever  resident  or  being  within  our  b'jrders, 
to  abstain  and  desist  from  the  comu'ission 
of  any  act  AVliieli  may  in  the  least  degree 
violate  the  laws  of  the  Un.l'i  States  or 
disturb  the  peace  and  amity  now  existing 
between  the  people  of  this  ITinoii  and  tho 
Government  of  Great  B'^.'taiu.  And  I  do. 
by  this  proclamation,  iur",aer  enjoin  upoa 
all  officers  of  tins  Stac-r,  to  aid  in  tho  faith- 
ful enforcement  of  ho  laws  of  the  UinteJ 
States  and  in  the  arrest  of  all  person?  who 
may  attempt  their  infringement.  Dated 
28tli  Dec.,    1837." 


In  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  offered  by  Repre- 
tenta'tive  Buel: — 

"Resolved,  Thiait  tbe  recent  outrage  ooni- 
mitted  by  Britisb  subjects  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  tJie  American  steaaner  Caroline,  [and 
the  massacre  of  a  jwrtion  of  its  crew  with- 
in American  waters  and  near  American 
shore,  is  an  indignity  to  our  common  coun- 
trj'  wliddh  calk  loudly  for  reparaition," 

This  resolution  Avas  tabled  by  a  vote  of 
23  to  18.    A  similar  fate  met  resolution* 
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condemiiiug  the  arrest  of  Tlio*.  J.  Sutliei 
land  on  Michigan  soil  by  British  officers. 


On  Januaiy  6,  the  Mayor  of  Detroit  call- 
ed a  public  meetdng,  at  which  resolutiorm 
favoring  the  observance  of  neutrality,  were 
adopted. 


It  lias  been  seen  that  the  action  of  the- 
State  authorities  had  been  guided  by  the 
National  ( ;  ovenument.  As  a  matter  of 
tact,  as  early  as  December  7,  1S37,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  had  written;  to  the  Cover 
iiors  of  Vea-mont,  New  York  and  !Michi 
gan,  asking  them  to  enforce  neutrality. 
Iiis'tnictious  of  the  t^anie  nature  had  been 
sent  to  the  District  Attorneys  and  Marsh- 
aU*  On  the  20th  of  Decemb-r,  18.38.  Da.ni-1 
Kellog,  Attorney  for  the  District  of  E.ack- 
nighan,  VemiiOTi.t,  received  special  insitruc- 
tions  to  prosecute  all  thdi«e  who  might  fur- 
nish arms  to  the  fugitives  of  tlie  battle  nf 
St.   Oharl««. 

At  the  .same  time  tlie  Secretary  of  Stat:^ 
wrote  to  lihe  United  States  District  .Attor- 
P'ey,  at  Detroit,  as  follows:  — 
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"It  IS  t;lio.  fixed.  detemiinatLon  of  the  Pie- 

ideut  faithfully  to  disdhai"ge,  so  far  as  hi.s 

^ower  extends,   all  tJie  obligations  of  this 

overnmeirt,  and  that  obligation  especially 

wliieh  requires  tbat  we  shall  abstain,  under 

eveiy    temptation,    from  intervening  ■\vitii 

the    domestic   disputes    of    other    nations. 

You  are  therefore  earnestly  enjoined  to  be 

attentive    to  all   movements    of   a   hostile 

character  contemplated  or  attempted  with- 

m  your  distriot,  and  to  prosecute,  without 

dscrimination,  all  \^olatoi-s  of  those  laws 

f  the  United  States  whieli  have  been  en 

cted  to  preserve  peace  with  foreign  po.v- 

ers,    and   to    fulfil    the    ohligation!=   of    on; 

reaties  witb  them." 


On  the  otli  of  January,  1SS8,  tbe  Presc- 
ient, Van  Buiren,  bimself  issued  a  proeli 
lation  in  which  he  said: — 

"[  most  earnestly  exhort  all  citizens  .-if 
he  Ignited  States  who  have  tbus  violate* 
heir  duties,  to  return  peaceably  to  their 
'espective  homes,  and  I  hereby  warn  them, 
hat  any  persons  who  shall  compromit  ^ha 
neutrality  of  this  Government  by  interfcr 
ng  in  an  unlawful  manner  with  the  a. 
aii-s  of  the  neighboring  Provinces,  will  ren- 
ter themselves  liable  to  arrest  and  puni»i)- 
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meat,  under  the  la'v^Ts  of  Che  United  States, 
wiiiah  ■will  be  ngidly  enforced,  and  aUo 
that  they  will  a-eoeive  no  aid  or  eounltea- 
anee  from  tiheir  G-ovemmerbt,  into  what- 
ever difficulties  thej'  may  be  thrown  by  the 
violatdon  of  the  laws  of  their  country  and 
of  the  territory-  of  a  neighboring  and  frien.<l- 
Iv  nation." 


Van  Bureii,  moreover,  sent  a  message  to 
Congress  on  Januai7  5,  asking  for  power  to 
effectually  restrain  all  pereons  ■ndthin  the 
United  States  jurisdiction  from  violating 
international  law.  l%at  brought  on  a  di«- 
cussioii  in  the  Senate. 
t 

Henry  Clay,  as  reported  in  the  new.s- 
papt-rs  of  the  day,  said  that  no  speofcacle, 
in  his  opinion,  could  be  more  uniworthy  a 
free  people  professing  to  act  and  to  abide 
by  their  own  iconstitution  and  laws,  than 
that  of  seeing  the  nation  at  peace  with,  a 
foreign  power,  and  the  people  taking  part 
in  hostilities  agamst  the  same  power.  If 
tiie  laAvs  of  the  country  are  not  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  exihibitiom  of  such  a  spec- 
tacle, it  beoomcj?  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
paag  la^vB  which  may  be  fully  adequate  to 
prevent  a  state  of  things  so  much  to  be 
deplored. 
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Calliouii  said  he  Jiad  felt  great  solicitude 
im.  tJiis  subject,  and  was  very  anxious  that 
the  United  States  should  abstain  most  i-i- 
ffidly  from  anj-  interference  in  this  war. 
He  hop«d  the  la\vs  to  prevent  any  sudi  in- 
terference would  be  rigidly  eoiforced.  Let 
power,  if  neee^saiy,  be  given  to  the  execu- 
tive. If  'he  hae  not  enough,  to  emable  liim 
to  put  doiwn  this  interference,  let  bim  be 
made  stronger.  Of  all  calamities  which 
could  befall  this  countrj-,  he  might  say, 
rather,  which  could  befal  tlie  civilize<l 
■world,  a  war  -with  Great  Britain  at  this 
time  would  be  the  most  to  be  deplored, 

W,  Xorvell,  fiKttn  Michigan,  con/curred  in 
these  remarks, 

Mr.  Davis  thought  the  executive  had  not 
been  prompt  nor  rigid  enough!  He  was 
glad  the  Executive  had  Avaked  up,  and  he 
hoped  tlie  subject  would  meet  with  tJie  at- 
tention it   depcrved. 

Senator  Benton  also  concurred  in  these 
Tiew«, 
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In  tBe  House  of  Representatival  the 
•iibject  came  up  on  tlie  8th  of  Januaiy. 
Nbavs  of  the  burning  of  the  Caroline  had 
been  received,  and  Congress  was  informed 
that  on  the  5th  of  Jaiiuaiy  Secretary  of 
instate  had  written  to  till©  British  Mia- 
ii^ter.  Fox,  expressing  tHie  'hope  "thali 
through  his  instrumentality  an  early  ex- 
planation mighit  be  obtained  from,  the  au- 
thorities ol  Upper  Canada  of  all  the  car- 
cumsbaaiees  of  the  traaisactdon,  and  tibat 
by  yoav  advice  to  those  authorities  sueli 
decisive  precautions  may  be  used  as  will 
render  the  perpetration  of  similar  acts 
hereiifter  impossible." 

Coiigi-e3sma"n  Tlioiupson,  of  South  Uai'O- 
line,  thought  tiiat  the  letter  was  too 
tame.  "A  mui-der,"  he  said,  "had  been 
committed  with  every  feature  ithat  could 
possibly  Characterize  it  as  an  atrocious  and 
bnital  a  "^^ssiuation  by  British  .soldiers 
upon  unarmed  and  unoffending  American 
citizenis  irithin  American  territoiy.  Thejr 
had  'been  murdered  in  their  sleep,  and  this 
Government  would  cease  to  be  considered 
worthy  of  the  sympathy  of  other  nations 
if  such  acts  sihould  be  passed  over  witJi- 
out  a  prompt  demand  for  redress.  He 
contended  that  the  murderers  ^ould  hare 
Rt  once  been  demanded  by  our  govern- 
ment, and  held  amenable  to  our  laws.  He, 
too,  feared  war,  but  honor  was  para- 
tnount. 
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;M.  L'-ainbieleiiz  thought  the  act  of  the 
British  atrocious  ami  repre»hensible,  but 
deemed  the  debate  at  present  was  prema- 
ture. 

The  celebrated  Ilaynes  approved  the 
letter. 

Congressman  Gray,  of  Xew  York  caused 
ft  lettei-  to  be  read  tt)  show  that  the  Brit- 
i^  had  been  exasperated  by  the  Ameri- 
cans. 

Cougi-essman  Filmore,  later  president, 
doubted  the  latter  fact.  He  said  that  a 
letter  dated  t<he  Qth  of  December,  from 
Allan  ilcNab,  had  given  tlie  assui'^nce  that 
no  attack  was  contemplated,  yet  a  gross 
outrage  ihad  been  committed  and  maraud- 
ers welcomed  at  It  is  camp  Thi.^  was  ag- 
gravating. 

ilr.  Gray  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  excUSfe  the  British,  but  was  averse  at 
bhifl  time  to  preeipit-at€  war  with  England. 

Mr.  Tillinghurst  said  that  he  hoped 
there  would  be  no  war.  He  hoped  tnat 
England  would  censure  and  punish  mur- 
derers. But  meantime  excited  citizens 
must  not  be  left  to  the  sway  of  tiheir  un- 
checked impulses,  llfaere  should  be  suffi- 
cient force  to  prevent  irregularities. 

Mr.  Bronson  said  that  there  seemed  as 
great  a  mind  to  iSake  war  on  the  Admm- 
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istration  as  on  England.  He  said  tlh'at 
tiiere  iniglht  perhaps  be  found  circum- 
stances sIiav\^Tig  provocation.  He  disclaim- 
ed any  intention  of  justifying  tlie  out- 
rages, but  thouight  best  to  suggest  tlhaC 
there  might  be  some  palliative  oiroum- 
stances  wihich  were  not  yet  all  known. 
He  -wwa  for  a  calm  and  dispassionate  en- 
quiry. 

]\Ir.  Rhett,  Soutli  Caa-oliiia,  said  :  We 
have  none  to  blame  but  ourselves.  He 
recalled  sympaiJiy  and  aid  given  to  the 
rebels.  We  were  bound  to  control  our 
citizens,  and  were  responsible  for  their 
oondnct.  He  would  know  the  facts  before 
pronouncing  on  this  transaction,  if  tihe 
Caroline  liad  carried  supplies  to  Navy  is- 
land ihe  would  not  say  ijhat  the  British 
had  no  right  to  sink  her.  At  all  events  it 
was  a  gallant  enterprise,  and  if  he  bad 
been  in  the  situation  of  Col.  McNabb,  and 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  'boat  was 
engaged  in  such  a  proceeding,  he  believed 
he  should  liave  done  the  same,  and  so,  'he 
suspected,  would  any  otfher  man  of  any  in- 
trepidity. But  we  wrought  ourselves  up 
for  imaginary  wrongs;  let  us  look  at  the 
matter  fairly  and  mark  witli  iwhom  the 
aggression  lies. 

!Mr.    ^Menefee   Avas   in    favor  of  modera- 
tion.    No  great  principle  was  at  stake.   H.e 
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did  not  wish  to  see  war  brought  by  men 
\vithout  autbority. 

Mr.  Tbompson  replied.  He  Jiad  been  as- 
tonisJied  to  iliear  it  said  that  no  principle 
was  at  stake.  Great  Grod  I  Were  they  to 
be  told  on  that  floor  that  .Imerican  citi- 
ssens  within  the  lines  of  American  juris- 
diction might  be  murdei-ed  in  their  sleep 
by  foreign  merceoiaries,  and  yet  no  pwinci- 
ple  involved  If  the  alleged  outrages  had 
actually  been  perpetrated,  then  Tve  had 
but  one  alternative — redress  or  war.  The 
conduct  of  our  people  could  fumiah  no 
excuse.  He  regretted  the  conduct  on  the 
frontier.  It  Tvas  undoubtedly  criminal.  But 
what  difference  betAveen  their  conduct  and 
tihat  of   the  British  ! 

ilr.  Wise  hoped  discussion  would  stop. 
It  was  not  timely.  He  could  not  hold  Great 
Britain  responsible.  He  moved  the  pre- 
rious  question,  which  carried,  and  the 
message  of  the  President  was  referred  to  a, 
committee. 


On  the  15th  of  Januaiy  Senator  Bu- 
ohanaai,  afterwards  President,  presented  * 
ball  in  the  Senate  authorizing  the  confisca- 
tion of  such  vessels  as  were  supposed  to 
be    about  to  cross   the   line    to    help    in- 
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sui'geuls,  together  wifch  arnis  and  ammuni- 
tions of  war.  which  might  be  found  on 
board;  also  the  confiscation  of  arms  and 
munitions  suppo.*ed  to  be  destined  for  the 
same  purpose. 

He  remarked  that  he  liad  read  mth 
regret  the  letter  of  Col.  ]\Ic>fab  ac- 
knowledging that  the  Caroline  had  been 
destroyed  by  his  order.  American  territory 
juid  American  jurisdiction  had  been  vio- 
lated in  tlie  capture  of  the  Caroline,  ana 
national  honor  required  that  they  should 
not  submit  to  this  injury  without  ample 
i^dress.  However,  he  did  not  v>-iAi  to  en- 
ter into  any  agreement. 

The  bill  passed  tlie  Senate  and  the 
House  on  th.e  lOtlh  of  March. 


On  the  Sth  of  ]\larch  the  question  of  the 
Caroline  outrage  had  been  buried  in  the 
House  by  Congressman  Filmore,  who  smi- 
ply  expressed  tlie  hope  that  the  British 
would  d!savow  '^lis  act  and  offer  proper 
entisfaction. 


Tlie  measures  of  the  adininistiation  met 
witlh  almost  universal  ipproval  and  sevoial 
newspapers  even  claimed  that  it  Ji;l  not  go 
far    enough. 


In  its  issue  of  tihe  12th  of  January,  1838. 
tlic  Detroit  Free  Presa  blamed  the  au- 
thorities for  their  injactivity.  That  same 
day  several  sympathizers  were  arrested  m 
Detroit.  On  the  16th  of  January,  i.he 
Free  Press  said: 

"We  cannot  resist  the  conviecion  that 
thi;  great  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  Can- 
ada, paitieularly  in  the  upper  pro\dnce 
are  now — as  they  were  during  the  last 
war  and  the  revolution- — subservient 
aittaehed  to  the  monarchical  principles  oif 
the  iiritish  crown.  We  are  convinced  that 
the  inlhabitants  are  not  prepared  morally 
or  physicaily,  to  make  the  exertions  or 
sacrifices  necessary  to  achieve  and  main- 
tain   their    iiidependenco." 
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The  Buffalo  Cnurrier  of  Januaiy  24,  1838, 
said: 

"The  banditti  have  ilii-ipersed  and  it  i» 
of  no  consequence  what  has  ibecome  ot 
tlicm  provided  tliey  do  not  again  a'tterapt 
to  distui<b  the  peace  of  the    Union." 


As  kte  as  February  17,  1838,  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  at  first  sympathetic  to 
the    rt'bels,    said: 

"It  is  high  time  thajt  it  should  be  as- 
certained whetlier  we  have  a  government 
or  not  or  whether  tlhe  law  of  nations  it 
to  be  set  at  defiance  and  the  laws  of  this 
land  travmpled  upon  witb.  impunity  by 
li'C'rd<?s  of  deseperate  and  unprincipled  ad- 
venturers, whotiliei'  in  pursuit  ot  plunder 
rtkna\ra,  at  the  expense  of  the  na- 
tional character  for  (onimon  honesty  and 
of  the  peace  of  their  country.  If  these 
things  lare  tolerated-  it'  the  whole  power 
of  the  govtimment  is  not  lOused  to  ax?tion 
if  neciessary,  ao  i)ut  a  stop  to  them,  the 
Unit^l  Stata^i  will  bccoiue  a  by-word 
amonji  uhe  nations  foi-  bad  faith,  and  for 
fl'ant  of  moral  pmvcr,  or  of  pliysiral  in- 
abilrtv   to  exert   it." 
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As  a  matter  ot  I'act  the  rebel  sympathi- 
zers had  luaJntained  a  secret  organ iza.tion 
a&   t^ie  folltnvnig  Icttrr  shows: 

L.  ^'.  l?ierce,  Akron,  Ohio. 

"Dear  Cieneral, — I  have  leeeived  your  or- 
der da.ted  ait  Delroit,  Dec.  Still,  and  in  at'- 
«Avei'  will  siiy  that  it  is  inijpofi.silile  for  mo 
to  go  west  for  at  lea.st  three  weeks.     .     .     . 

Ju  the  meancimr  I  wish  yovi  would  give 
me  an  acwHinl  of  what  transpired  while 
you  ^\■a!S  above,  a'lso  the  plan.*  and  pro.-?- 
pects  of  futtire  operation's,  t.liat  I  may  act 
U'ruderstaiidiiigly  in  tlije  matter.  There  is 
one  thing  tiliat  I  will  again  suggest,  wliich 
is  tihat  all  the  available  jiatriotic  force  ea.at 
of  Cleveland  be  immedi.ately  ordered  west, 
tliat  we  may  anake  one  tinited  eflfort  to  siis- 
tairi  ourselves  after  gaining  tlie  enemy's 
■territory,     ^^"e  ninsst  ihave  a  rallying  point. 

The  idea  of  a.ltack  at  different  points 
with  a  foico  wholly  j'nadequate,  haa,  and 
will  ciinlinue  to  be  as  long  ai.s  practised,  the 

des'lriic-tiiin   of    all    our  .liope-^." 

.      'E.  D.  BRADLEY. 
])(■(■.   Hitii,   1S38. 
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We  i-ead  in  the  liidi;niaiii>lis  Joiuiial  uf 
De€8iuber  19,   1S3S:  — 

"The  Journeymen  I'linler.s  of  this  place 
havo  tnrnied  themselves  into  a  company  of 
volunteers,  under  the  coniniaiiiid  of  Capt. 
S.  B.  Gentry,  and  will  go  to  assist  Paitrio't.s 

to-morrow." 


A  S<x-ret  (_)rder  <>(  Ilunteiv;  was  also  in 
existence,  ami  rnnio)-  ha,(l  ii  t-liat  50,0D0 
men  were  read\-  to  invade  Canada.  This 
led  to  the  publication  oif  the  following  pro- 
clamatioai,  after  w'liic.k  the  I"'atr:ot  agit.i- 
tioii  ceased  to  attract  attention. 


A  PKOC'LAMATION. 

\V'heTeas  it  has  conif  to  the  knowledge 
of  bhe  Government  of  the  United  States 
tihat  sundry  seci'et  lodges  .(lulis  or  asso- 
edation.?  exist  on  the  northern  frontiei-, 
that  the  members  of  the.se  lodges  are  bound 
together  b}'  seci'et  oa'Chs:  tliat  they  Jiave 
coWected  tirearms  and'  otJier  militarj^  ma- 
tei-ials  and  secreted  them  in  sundry  phices; 
and  tliat  it  is  their  purpose  to  violate  the 
laws  of  tbeir  countiy,  l)y  making  military 
and  lawless  incursions,  when  opportunity 
shall  offer,    into    the    territory    of   a  power 


with  •^vhii(•h  the  I'nited  States  are  at 
peace:  and  -nliereas  it  is  kno^vn  tihat  tia- 
Fellitig  agitators,  from  both  sides  of  the 
line,  visit  these  lodges  and  'harangue  the 
members  iu  secret  meeting,  stimulating 
them  to  illegal  acts:  and  whereas  the 
fame  persons  are  known  to  levy  contribu- 
tions tm  the  Ignorant  and  cred^ilous  tor 
their  own  benefit,  tlius  supporting  and  en- 
riching themselves  by  the  basest  means; 
and  whereas  the  unlawful  intentions  ot 
the  members  of  these  have  alreadj-  been 
manifested  in  am  attempt  to  destroy  tile 
lives  and  property  of  fhe  inhabitants  ot 
Chippewa  in  Canada  and  the  public  pro- 
perty of  the  British  Government  thei-e  be- 
longCng;  now,  therefore,  I,  John  Tyler, 
President  of  the  United  States,  do  issue 
this  my  proolamation  admonishing  all  such 
evil-minded  persons  of  the  condign  pun- 
ishment wliidh  is  certain  to  overtake 
them;  assuring  them  that  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  will  lie  rigorously  executed 
against  their  illegal  acts;  and  that  if  in 
any  such  lawless  incursions  into  Canada 
they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Brtisih 
they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Britisih  au- 
thorities they  wiii  not  be  reclaimed  as 
American  citizens,  nor  any  interference 
made  by  this  Government  on  their  behalt. 
And  I  exhort  all  Avell-meaning  but  deluded 
persons  who  may  have  joined  these  lodges 
immediately  to  abandon  them,  and  to  have 
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nothing  more  to  do  with  their  secret  meet- 
ings or  unTawful  oaths,  as  they  •w-ould 
avoid  serious  consequences  to  themselves. 
And  I  expect  the  mtellligent  and  well- 
disposed  memlbers  of  the  community  to 
frown  on  all  these  unlawful  instdtutions 
and  illegal  proceedings,  and  to  assist  the 
Grovemment  "in  maintaining  tihe  peace  oi 
the  country  against  the  miscfliievous  conse- 
quences of  the  acts  of  these  violators  ot 
the  law. 

Given  under  my  liand,  at  fahe  city  ot 
Washington,  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  SJep- 
tember,  A.D.  1841,  and  of  the  independence 

of  the   United  States,   the  sixty-sdxtji. 

JOHN  TYJjli.K. 

Bj^  the  President. 
DANIEL  WEBSTER.  Secretaiy  of  Stat*. 


